e e p— T S —— .-..__,,--q.w—-,d-— P .

N i Sl o = Lot . —

T -—.g-,-_._

< 8clwol and the

: TRE CLOSING devMMol ‘to
High Scheel is enough to make

anyono
S'hdm-“d of being a Catholic, In the

th Chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel

we mr= loid thst in the final judgment
vOU w'"‘:.b wil! be reckoned by what. we
beve done to the lenst of the brothers

and the sisiers. '] was hungry. and you - -
 fed me. J was thxuy &nd you gave me,

a frink . "

. To the Homan’ Ca;hohc Amhdtocm

of Chicage. the Judge would have to

~say, “I wezs hungry for an education

end vou would not teach me. I was
thircly for college and you turned me
away from your doors. I was impris-
oneil in the ghetto znd you closed

down my schoo! becsuse it needed re--

pairs,”

Of coursa, not all Catholics in Chica-
go can be biamed for the closing of
the hlack Providenca-St. Mel High

hicnael's High Schocl. The decision
was made by a handful of men who
stuboarnly, blindly, intrapsigently ar-

gue that they have no obligation to
- #oend money educating the mon-Catho-

lie poor. . e

IN TOTAL DEUTANCE of the spirit -

of tee second Vatican Council. these
mer
gre the archdiccese, they are the only
ones who matter when it comes to

decisions ebent allciting the vast fi- -

nancial resources of the diocese,

They also, in fact, claim that they
sre accodantable to no one; they can
do what they want, and the harm done

muostly Hispenie St..

cli.m they are the church, they .

Cl'oémg the Cﬁthohc séhools -

nndmhdonof
mmuthummphof

~G:Jcaga,hlubjecttamhigherre-
'meyleemtobcgeb__

view on earth,
ting away with it -

The ofteri.ng of altemaﬂvu educauon '

to citizens of the Inner city is one of
the most impressive works of Ameri.

. can Catholiclsm. In most places, like

New York and Cincinnati, it is done

generously and unprotestingly. In Chi-

cago more money is spent on inner- .
city schools than in any other diocese,
but it is spent grudgingly. _:

.. Schools are closed down on the
slightest pretext and always without

any meaningful consultation. Cardinal
Cody and his vicar general could
hardly restrain their display of satis~

faction at the closing of Providence- .
St. Mel and St. Michael’s, One more"
big financial burden on the diocese un-
what being an up-t.o--r

loaded. That's
date, modern cardinal archhishop is
all about—fmanclal adminlstratmn

- UNDOUBTEDLY, THE two »-high

" schools were a drain on archdioCesan’,,
- finance. That’s what Christianity is all ~
about. They were not nearly so much .

of a drain as the archdiocesan closed-

circuit television network which mno--
body watches. The cholce of an expen- .
" sive plaything over Providence-St. Mel -

and St. Michael's Is a scandal.

There is everj evideme—relnforééd
by & survey taken last summer by

The Chicago Tribune—that the Catho-”

lic laity of the diocess are willing to
pay for the church’s inner<ity educa-

-tlonmisston.lndeed,theymwlllmg

‘to comx;tibute far more mtl:.m the
apount of money required lwep the
hmer-city schools open, -

There are annual coﬁections in the

' archdiocess for a wide variety of pur-,

poses, Very few of them are as crit.
- feally important to the church and to
soclety as inner<ity education. If the
financial straits of the diocese are as
bad as the cardinal and the vicar gen-
eral suggest [one must wonder how
“they got that bad], why wasn’t the .
last desperate expedient of an annual

- collection applied to save the schools? -

The answer i3 because the cardinal

- and the vicar general don't want to
-have a collection. In the archdiocess
of Chicago these days that's the only

answer that really matters.

HUNDREDS OF PRIESTS and -nims

‘have dedicated thelr lives to imner-cify

education. Millions of dollars from the .
pockets of the lay people in the City of
Chicago have gone to that mission.
"Now its impact on the commumity has

-beeri blighled if pot destroyed by-a
, stubborn,  stupid  decision : made by
men whose ultimate rationale is that
they are the only ones who ha\e any
power.

Fortunately my rehgwus commils
ment is not based on the intelligence
or virtue of my religious leaders. Still
I must hang my head in shame be- -
cause of what has been done by a few
‘men who bave decided that they and
they alone are the Catholic Church-m
Chicago.
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